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DOCUMENTING SJSU’S SHIFTING CONSCIENCE ON SMOKING
A Three-part Series:

Smoke and Mirrors

By JOVANNI COLISAO
Staff Writer

The Facilities Development and
Operations department has a few
projects in the works for the 2008
spring semester.
Carol Beebe, program manager
of the facilities department, said
the department will repair some
steam and chilled water systems,
which are old and leaking, especially in Tower Hall.
She also said the department is
working on a couple of projects in
the Boccardo Business Complex for
energy conservation as well as in the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
“We’re doing lighting retrofits,”
Beebe said. “The programs we’re
starting right now are being funded
by PG&E.”
She said that one would think
brand new buildings would be up
and running smoothly, but sometimes the library can be run a little
bit more efficiently in terms of energy usage.
Beebe said some of the assumptions that were made about how
the lighting would be used in the
King Library were because lights
were left on in places where they
might not need to be left on.
Ray Morris, a junior justice
studies major, thinks that turning
off the lights would not scare away
solicitors.
“When the lights are on, people feel safe, especially at night,”
Morris said.
Another student thinks that
turning off the lights in the library
would be a good idea.
“A lot of people turn their lights
off at home when they leave, so
why not do the same in the library?” said Shawn Wells, a freshman kinesiology major.
Beebe said she is not sure whether
occupancy sensors within the book
stacks will be implemented but that
she would like to see it happen.
She said that when you’re walking between bookshelves, people

Gang
activity
triggers
program
funding
By OSVALDO CASTILLO
AND EKENE IKEME
Staff Writers

One million dollars will be put
into the City of San Jose’s Gang
Prevention Task Force program in
the upcoming year, said Michelle
McGurk, public information officer for San Jose mayor Chuck
Reed’s office.
“This is in response to the rise in
gang activity in San Jose,” she said.
Jermaine Thomas, San Jose Police Department press information
officer, said San Jose’s homicide
count is at 31 murder victims in 29
separate cases.
Thomas also said that throughANNE RIGOR // Special to the Daily

Part One:

Part Two

See GANG, page 2

Part Three

Policy as a smokescreen
By MICHAEL RIZZO
AND NICOLE LIEURANCE
Staff Writers

You haven’t seen Joe Camel
on a highway billboard in a
long time.
Last time you ate at a restaurant, the greeter didn’t ask,
“Smoking, or non?”
And you can’t buy a pack of
cigarettes at Village Market.
It’s because policies regulating
the sale, advertisement and smoking of cigarettes in California
have been evolving in stages over
the past two decades. Mirroring
the state’s example, the developing conscience of SJSU reflects
a similar desire for a less and less
smoky environment.

It started in 1993 when the
state of California became the
first to ban smoking inside stateowned buildings and within 5
feet of their main entrances and
exits. SJSU’s Academic Senate
adopted a similar mindset and
restricted on-campus smoking
to the outdoors. It also banned
the sale of tobacco products on
SJSU property.
For the next decade, the state
worked to contain cigarettesmoke exposure. Legislation
eventually prohibited smoking
in workplaces and restaurants,
then bars, taverns, gaming
clubs and outdoor playgrounds.
Come 2003, the Academic Senate decided to take a second

Councilwoman
Madison
Nguyen, of
District 7, voted
in favor for the
new name as a
compromise for
the community.

Should smoking be prohibited
everywhere on campus?

203

40.4%

135

26.8%

121

24.1%

44

8.7%

Source: Survey conducted for the Student Health Center (503 valid responses)
*Supplemented the Spring 2007 National College Health Assessment,
conducted by the American College Health Association

See SMOKE, page 6

See ENERGY, page 2

Banquet serves as hunger reminder

Hundreds
protest
naming of
Viet district
Councilwoman
Nguyen supports
majority decision
By SAMUEL LAM
Staff Writer

SJSU hosts event that simulates ‘how the world’s people eat’
By SARAH KYO
Staff Writer

Before the fifth annual Hunger
Banquet began Sunday at the University Room, Richard Hobbs, executive director of Human Agenda
said, “Eighty percent of the people
will leave hungry.”
Human Agenda, a nonprofit human rights organization, planned
this fifth-annual event to commemorate the United Nations Human
Rights Day, said Maribel Martinez, program coordinator for the
Cesar E. Chavez Community Ac-

STUDENT LIFE

tion Center, one of the banquet’s
co-sponsors.
Martinez said the Hunger Banquet recognized “food being one
of the basic needs that everyone
should be entitled to.”
This was the second year that
SJSU hosted the event. Hobbs said
previous Hunger Banquets have
taken place at Evergreen Valley
College. The Center for Service
Learning and Associated Students
from the community college were
also co-sponsors.
Near the door of the University
Room, people gave monetary do-

nations for nonprofit organizations
such as the Second Harvest Food
Bank, Emergency Housing Consortium, Martha’s Kitchen and
Oxfam America, the group that
originated the Hunger Banquet.
Hobbs said an important part
of the Hunger Banquet is “experiential learning.”
“We try to mirror how the
world’s people eat at the Hunger
Banquet,” Hobbs said.
When people came inside of the
University Room, they received a
See FOOD, page 2
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Michael Ho, a junior applied mathematics major, acted as a low-income
citizen at the Hunger Banquet demonstration on Sunday. Ho had to sit
on the floor while he ate a dinner of beans and rice.
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Follow these tips and learn how
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without spending too much
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After playing every soccer game
in her four-year career, senior cocaptain Jackie Zabeck’s reflects
on her time at SJSU.

Staff writer Megan Wood shares
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freshman year.
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During the San Jose City Council meeting Nov. 20, approximately
800 people protested an 8-3 vote
in favor of naming a district of
San Jose the “Saigon Business District.”
This one-mile stretch along Story Road, between Highway 101
and Senter Road, is home to numerous Vietnamese-owned businesses.
Protestors argued for the new
to name to be “Little Saigon” or
“New Saigon” instead.
During the meeting, San Jose
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FOOD // Meals given out according to ‘class’
Continued from page 1

nametag and a slip of paper with a
mock biography.
From that information, guests
were designated into either upper
class, middle class or low income,
determining where and what they
ate that night.
The four people who represented the upper class sat at a square
table with china and silverware.
Waiters served them steak with
potatoes and steamed vegetables,
as people from the other classes
looked on.
Then 15 people representing
the middle class received their dinner next. They stood in a buffet
line and were served enchiladas
and chicken with potatoes and vegetables with disposable plates and
plastic utensils and sat at a long
table.
Jesse Villarreal, an Evergreen
Valley College student, was part
of the lower class for the event.
He said while waiting for dinner,
he noticed the participants around

were becoming impatient.
“A lot of people felt like, ‘Why do
we have to wait if we’re human beings and hungry?’” Villarreal said.

“The reaction that I
think we should have
is that of anger.”
COLIN RAJAH

International Migrant Rights Program
coordinator

Finally, the lower-income people
were served either assigned packaged snack cakes and soda or rice
and beans with water. They sat on
the floor with newspapers taking
the place of tables.
“Personally, I think it’s a very
good opportunity to open my eyes
to the world of how others experience hunger,” said Charmine
Lin, a senior social work major at
SJSU.
The keynote speaker was Colin
Rajah, coordinator of the International Migrant Rights Program at

the National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights.
According to its Web site, Rajah
is a political refugee from Malaysia
and part of the coordinating committee for an upcoming conference
called the U.S. Social Forum.
Rajah said he watched an
episode of the reality television
program “The Amazing Race,”
where contestants compete for a
monetary prize while traveling
around the world. In that particular episode, the participants visited
an African country and witnessed
people in poverty.
He said while the contestants
were initially shocked at the living
situation, they felt gratitude.
“I’m so glad that I don’t have to
experience that,” Rajah said.
Rajah said he was amazed,
however, at the contestants’ gratefulness and said people should
take a different approach.
“The reaction that I think we
should have is that of anger,” Rajah said.
He encouraged people to channel that anger to take action.
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SPARTA
GUIDE
Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta
Guide information online.
Visit our Web site at www.
thespartandaily.com. You
may also submit information in writing to DBH 209.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff
members. The deadline for entries is noon three working days before
the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of
submission. Entries are printed in order in which they are received.
TODAY
Book Discussion: Drinking Coffee Elsewhere
From noon to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall Room 105H. For more information,
e-mail Annette Nellen at anellen@sjsu.edu.
Global Climate Change Debate
From 2 to 3 p.m. on Dec. 4 and Dec. 6 in Sweeney Hall, Room 100. For
more information, contact Hanno Murphy at 510-520-8645.
Africentric Seminar: “Why Christ is Considered to be African”
From noon to 1 p.m. in the King Library, Room 525. For more information, contact Dr. Oscar Battle, Jr. at 924-6117.

ENERGY // May be lighting issues
Continued from page 1

have plenty of light, but with occupancy sensors, the
lights don’t have to be on until people walk between
the shelves.
She also mentioned that there is a lot of decorative lighting in the library, and the facilities department is hoping to put that lighting on separate circuits so if an important event is held, an exception
will be made.
“There’s a lot of small things that could possibly
save a little bit of energy, but a little goes a long way,”
Beebe said.

She said the stack lighting may have some issues,
especially in the children’s area, which is where the
facilities department is doing a reevaluation because
of the layout of the library.
The lights around the perimeter of the library
could be turned off when not in use, and turning off
the lights in the library when it is closed would also
help save energy, Beebe said.
Beebe said the main focus is to conserve as much
energy as possible, especially when there are possible
alternatives.
“Use energy when we need it,” Beebe said, “and
to not use energy we don’t need it.”

GANG // Social work students mentor youth VIET // Some students
Continued from page 1

out the month of November, 13 of those cases
were gang related, which matches 2006’s gangrelated murder count in San Jose.
“I think it’s sad that the violence has gone
up in the city,” said Brenda Walker, a graduate student in kinesiology, “especially since
the most of the victims seem to be really
young people.”
McGurk said the task force will use the extra finances to employ more officers.
“The city will also be hiring 15 new police
officers,” McGurk said. “Some of these officers will be deployed into burglary and auto
theft units.”
According to Mayor Reed’s Web site, the
gang task force was created in 1991, and the
mayor believes it played a key role in making
San Jose the “Safest Big City in America” for
the past six years until 2007, when San Jose
dropped to No. 3.
The task force works with various organizations, such as religious groups and law enforcement, to prevent San Jose’s youth from

getting involved in gang activity, according to
the Web site.
Students from the SJSU College of Social
Work are working as mentors with California
Youth Outreach, an organization that works
with San Jose’s youth to prevent gang-related activity, said Katie Galvin, field education
director for the department.
Roberto Martinez, an SJSU graduate who
is working on a master’s degree in social work,
is an intern at the community organization.
The organization is part of the Gang Prevention Task Force.
“The organization works with students
whose lives are directly impacted by gangs,” he
said, “whether the gangs affect their lives at the
family level or at the community level.”
President Don Kassing said he was empathetic but not too concerned about the rise
of murders in San Jose and how it might affect SJSU.
He also said, however, that SJSU has a
joint relationship with the City of San Jose
and said that if gang violence continues to
rise, he envisions SJSU will become more involved in gang prevention.

“I know the mayor’s task force deals a lot
with gang prevention,” Kassing said. “I know
they do a lot of great work in the city.”
Some SJSU students believe it is a good idea
to have students mentoring, and it could provide a more positive influence in preventing
gang crime.
“I think it’s great because students can talk
to other kids because they can relate with each
other,” said Lucia Morales, a junior business
management major. “I think it would be easier
to mentor someone if that person can relate
with the mentor.”
Linda Garcia, a freshman sociology major,
agreed with Morales.
“I think the best way to help out some of
the kids in gangs is to have them be around
more positive influences that are their age,”
she said.
Martinez said he has worked with youth
who are or who have been incarcerated.
“I wanted to work with the youth that no
one wanted to work with,” he said. “I wanted
to show them that they can take other paths in
life other than gang life and crime. I wanted to
show them that they have choices.”

prefer ‘Little Saigon’
Continued from page 1

Mayor Chuck Reed had to call an
intermission due to the loud, disruptive shouting of protestors.
Tu-Anh Dang, a senior psychology major who visits the area often,
said the name “Little Saigon” gives
the community a better historic
connection to Vietnam.
“It gives the younger generation the opportunity to know why
we’re here,” she said. “It also gives
the older generation the opportunity to let us know what they went
through.”
Reed, in a written statement,
said there have been diverse opinions pertaining to this issue.
“Our goal is to foster an environment where an exchange of
ideas can happen freely,” Reed
wrote in the statement. “I hope
that we have done that through the
city’s community process.”
City Council approved the designation of the Vietnamese retail
area in June.
“My intent was to honor the
contributions that the VietnameseAmerican community has made to
San Jose,” Reed said. “I hope to
promote economic development in
the diverse business district.”
The importance of the name
Saigon can be traced back to
1970s, when it was the capital of
Vietnam. Following the Vietnam
War in 1975, the city was renamed
Ho Chi Minh City after it came
under the control of the communist Vietnam People’s Army.
Councilwoman Madison Nguyen of District 7, who was born in
Vietnam, voted in favor for the

new name as a compromise for the
community.
“‘Saigon Business District’ allows us to remember the past while
at the same time allows us to move
forward for the future,” Nguyen
said.
Some members of the Vietnamese Student Association at SJSU
were disappointed at the result of
the city council’s voting.
Tran Mai, a senior chemistry
major, said she felt that Nguyen
did not fulfill her role as a councilwoman.
“I’m disappointed in Madison
(Nguyen),” she said. “She is supposed to represent (the Vietnamese
community), and she’s not doing
that.”
Mai also said she prefers the
name “Little Saigon” because
there are many Vietnamese-populated places in America with that
name, giving it an identity in her
opinion.
Nghia Nguyen, a junior corporate financial management major,
said it isn’t fair to have only the
City Council vote for something
that affects the community.
“We should have the Vietnamese community vote for the name,”
he said. “It’s not only businesses
there, but it’s a whole community.
It’s like a ‘Vietnamtown,’ but we
call it ‘Little Saigon.’”
Reed said that if the community
wanted to use the name “Little Saigon” for signs and advertising instead, he would have no problems
with it.
“The people will ultimately create the identity of the business district through their every day use,”
Reed wrote in his statement.
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UPCOMING
Tips for cheap
holiday travel

Opening Night: SJSU, The Play!

7 P.M., DEC. 6, AT THE SJSU UNIVERSITY THEATRE, $15

By MARK ASPILLERA

especially if you’re backpacking.

Staff Writer

Coupled with some smart planning and a little preparation, a
holiday trip can turn out to be fun
and affordable as well as safe.
Dave Rudel and Lisa Baum,
study abroad coordinator and adviser respectively, used their own
travel experiences and those of
overseas-bound students they advise
to provide students with travel tips.

1

Get some travel insurance. Rudel mentioned
travel medical insurance. The
procedure for acquiring insurance
and rules on how it works differ
from country to country, so a bit
of research is required.

2

Do some research on the
destination. Rudel said
guide books such as “Lonely Planet” are ideal reference for a student tourist because, unlike Internet sources, they can be accessed
anywhere. Baum said a good
guidebook can be just as helpful as
an expensive guided tour.

3

Do not over pack luggage. Learn what your real
essentials are. “Take out everything you need,” he said, “and
cut out half of that.” The reason
is it simply becomes physically exhausting to haul around luggage,

4

Know how money matters work in the country.
Baum said to avoid money exchange shops or desks, even the
ones attached to big-name hotel
franchises, who tend to overcharge
on exchange rates. She said the
best rates usually come from airport exchangers. Rudel said he
mostly uses his ATM card and a
small amount of cash in the local
currency when abroad.

5

Bring duct tape. “You can
‘MacGyver’ anything with
it,” Baum said. It is an affordable
way to repair torn luggage and
temporarily patch up clothing and
shoes. Duct tape can also serve as
a safety tool. “You can tape the
door shut if the place you’re staying at has bad locks,” she said.

6

Learn some key phrases
and words in the local
languages. “Don’t assume everyone there speaks English,” Baum
said. Going the extra step to be
respectful and approach the locals
in their own language can prevent
frustration on both sides. It can
also give the traveling student a
guard against costly rip-offs.

7

Traveling in a group:
Don’t do it. Rudel said the
largest groups should be no more

than three or four people. “In big
groups, making decisions about
anything is impossible,” he said.
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How are you
going to spend your
winter break?
Compiled by Ekene Ikeme

Photos by Khalid Jivani

8

Make sure someone at
home knows the travel
itinerary. Baum said sending
regular update e-mails or phone
calls to parents or friends are good
safety precautions. Rudel said
he did not recommend a phone.
“Leave your cell phone at home,”
he said, adding that the best way
to make calls home on the cheap is
running the Skype program at an
Internet cafe or public library.

9

Make photocopies of
your passport and other
important paperwork in case
of loss or theft. “And don’t keep
the copy of your passport inside
your passport,” Baum said.

10

Don’t be “that stereotypical
American.”
Baum and Rudel said a traveler
cannot hide the fact that they are
a tourist, but that some effort towards learning and following local
customs, including attire, drinking habits and proper times to
be out will keep them safer and
with deeper pockets. “Too much
to drink, out at night and alone,”
or any combination of the three,
Rudel said, are the main reasons
that some students abroad end up
as victims of theft or assault.

“I have to give my mom a
kidney, so I might need to
do the surgery in
the winter.”

“I’m going back home
to L.A. to work and save
up some money. I don’t
celebrate Christmas. I’m
a Jehovah’s Witness.”

“I’m going to L.A. to visit
my girlfriend, and I plan
to take her to Las Vegas
for the weekend.”

Shonai Porter
graduate student
communication disorders
and science

Kamal Jumaane
freshman
radio, television, film
and theatre

Kunal Desai
graduate student
electrical engineering

What do you think of the Student Life section this semester?
E-mail us at studentlife@thespartandaily.com
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Offensive lineman wraps up SJSU
career, has sights set on the pros
By CODY HAUETER

THESPARTANDAILY.COM

Moving on to a new field
Senior appeared in
every game of
her four-year career

Staff Writer

After four years as an offensive lineman for the SJSU football
team, John Booker’s college career
has come to an end.
Booker looks back on a successful career and a future full of possibilities.
He started playing as a freshman
and was one of very few newcomers
to earn a starting spot on the team.
“It’s unusual for offensive lineman because of the transition from
high school to college,” Booker said.
“Everyone is bigger and stronger.”
Booker said being a freshman
offensive lineman is a lot different
from being a receiver, someone
who is just naturally fast.
He said that offensive linemen
typically have to spend a couple
of years conditioning, and that is
why it’s rare for a freshman to be a
starting player.
With only three classes left to
take before he graduates with a
philosophy degree, Booker said he
may or may not take them in the
spring, depending on some pro
things he’s working on.
“My goal is to play professional;
I don’t care where it is,” Booker
said. “If I had to choose a place,
it would probably be somewhere
on the East Coast. Maybe Miami,
something really different because
I’ve lived in the Bay Area my entire
life — grew up in Oakland — so a
change of scenery, something different would be nice.”
Booker is going through the
process of preparing for Pro Day,
a day where players who are looking to get drafted are evaluated by
NFL scouts.
Booker said he is also trying to
find an agent to represent him.
He said it’s been stressful, but it’s
something he has to do.

By MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

Senior offensive lineman John Booker started 35 games for the Spartans
over his four-year career. Booker received second-team All-WAC honors
following the 2007 season.
Teammates were quick to compliment Booker’s character on and
off the field, saying he is an amazing player as well as a true friend.
“John is a loyal and trustworthy
person, and friend who always has
his friends best interest at heart,” said
Spartans center Justin Paysinger.
Spartans tight end Brian Elledge
said the players could always count
on Booker to provide some comic
relief with or without the pads on.
“Once you get to know him, he
is straight comedy,” Elledge said.
During his career at SJSU,
Booker went through two coaching changes, as head coach Dick
Tomey replaced coach Fitz Hill in
2004. Booker said the change of
discipline was somewhat drastic.
“Before, if you were a good athlete you pretty much did what you
wanted,” Booker said. “Everyone
was focused on individual goals.
When Coach Tomey got here,

JANUARY OPENINGS

EMPLOYMENT
ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for
part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well, look no further.
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private
events. We will work around
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
• Valid California Class C license
• Current DMV printout
• Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
• EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call
Kyle 408-981-5894 or Rick
408-593-9612 for an interview.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE Do
you like being on the go, not
stuck in an office all day? Help
someone learn to cook, dance,
read, work on their job and live
the life they choose. We seek
dedicated people to work with
our clients who have disabilities to help them make community connections. Creativity,
caring and commitment define
us. Have CA license, clean
DMV, car insur, bkgrd ck. Instructors, Community Support
Facilitators, Job Coaches,
Roommates & Companions.
PT and FT opptys. E mail:
jdevine@hopeservices.org

Earn$500-$2000 in January.
Work part-time or full-time during January break!
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*$17.70 BASE/ appt
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*Customer sales/ service
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Guarantee your summer job
now!
CALL LOCATION NEAREST
YOUR HOME FOR INTERVIEW
San Jose (408)866-1100
Mtn View (650)940-9400
San Frnsco(415)239-9520
SantaRosa(707)586-1636
CntraCosta(925)521-9250
Berkeley (510)428-1131
Fremont (510)790-2100
Monterey (831)372-1799
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu
EASTER SEALS seeks Lifeguards, Instructional Lifeguards & Aquatic Specialists,
part or full time in San Jose
(Bascom & Moorpark). Flex
hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call Tiago@408 295-0228. Send resume to jobs@esba.org or fax
to 408 275-9858. $11-$13+/
hour DOE.

he got rid of a lot of our good
players. If they weren’t a part of
what he was trying to build, he’s
just kind of kicked them off the
team.”
Not only was there a new head
coach to adjust to, but there was
also a new offensive line coach.
“Our current position coach is
Steve Morton, and he made me
mature in a way that made me
see that you have to work hard for
everything that you get,” Booker
said.
Now that he is finished playing,
Booker said he will miss playing
games on Saturdays the most.
“I’d be lying if I said I was going to miss practices or school,”
he said. “On Saturdays going out
there and playing against an opponent — I’ll miss that the most.
The games, playing in front of
my family — those are the things
I’ll miss the most.”

DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment with
day & evening shifts for resposible & energetic people. Apply
in person 2:30 to 4:00 Wed-Fri.
We are located in San Pedro
Square
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS
EARN up to $150 per day. Under cover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. Exp. not req’d.
Call 800-722-4791
REC LEADERS, INSTRUCTORS, Program Facilitators
P/ T positions available for elementary school hours, after
school hours or evening hours
for middle & HS programs. Degree not required. Need car &
have experience working with
youth.
VM (408)287-4170 x 408.
EOE/ AAE
NANNY WANTED: Part-time
weekday afternoons for two
children 8 & 10.
Must be experienced and have
own car and references. Start
date 1/2/08. 408-219-7579

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted
into an ad line. The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to
20 spaces. A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to
publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from
10 AM or 3PM. STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.

AFTER SCHOOL
TEACHERS

JrK-4th grade school seeks
responsible individuals for extended daycare. P/T in the afternoon M-F. No ECE units are
required. Previous experience
with children preferred. Please
contact Stephanie at 248-2464
or fax resume to 248-7433.
CHILD CARE STAFF NEEDED! YMCA CHILD CARE Directors, Assistant Directors,
Teachers and Teacher Aides
needed!
Looking for a fun rewarding career working with children? The
YMCA of Santa Clara Valley is
hiring for Licensed School-Age
Child Care Centers TODAY!
Programs located throughout
San Jose, Cupertino, Saratoga, Campbell and Evergreen
areas.
Full & Part Time positions available ñ hours flexible around
school. Fun staff teams, great
experience working with children, career advancement,
excellent FT/PT benefits and
training opportunities.
Teachers require minimum 12
semester units in ECE, education, recreation, psychology,
sociology, physical education
and/ or other related fields.
For more information, locations
and pay ranges, check out our
website at
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/
index.php. (408)351-6434

Although
Jackie
Zabeck
finished her fourth and final season
as a midfielder for the SJSU women’s soccer team, assistant coach
Craig Winans said he believes the
team will continue to remember
her as a leader, both on and off the
field.
“Jackie was always able to get
the team onboard and make sure
we were going in the right direction,” Winans said.
Teammate Kristin Krale said
that she has been Zabeck’s best
friend for the past four years and
will miss playing soccer along her
side.
“Jackie is a great player on the
field, and our soccer games would
have been a lot different if she was
not on the park,” Krale said.
Zabeck, who is originally from
Laguna Niguel, Calif., said she was
recruited to several different schools,
but decided to come to SJSU.
She said some of her biggest
achievements include making second team All-WAC this past season
and becoming captain last year.
Winans, who has been the assistant coach for the past two years,
said that Zabeck has been one of
the most respected members on
the team and has always had confidence in her own abilities.
Winans said that Zabeck continued to play strong despite some
problems she developed with her
back last year due to injuries.
“Going up in the air, you’re vulnerable, and she would get hammered time in and time out, but
she was never one to say, ‘I need a
break,’” Winans said.
Teammate Tasha Van Dixhorn
believes Zabeck has always dis-

PT/FT RECEPTIONIST WANTED Located in Downtown San
Jose within walking distance
to SJSU. Email resume to
sburch@redwoodemp.com
or fax to 408-778-1076 attn:
Sean
LIFEGUARD & SWIM INSTRUCTORS
YMCA Lifeguard & Swim Instructors Needed!
If you enjoy being around the
water and want to be paid for it
then the YMCA of Santa Clara
Valley has the job for you! You
must be at least 16 years of
age, enjoy working with people, and the have passion to
make a difference!
Please visit our website at
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/
index.php for more details.
(408)351-6434
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Senior midfielder Jackie Zabeck started all 21 games for the Spartans this
season and earned a second-team All-WAC selection.
played strong work ethics.
“She always played through her
injuries and tried her hardest at all
times — at practice and games,”
Van Dixhorn said.
Zabeck has high hopes for the
team’s future, despite what she
called a “not-so-good” season this
year.
“I hope they win the WAC tournament this [upcoming] year,” she
said. “We’ve grown so much from

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts,
Repair PC, Data Recovery,
Remove Virus Pop Up $49
(408)469-5999

OPPORTUNITIES
MOVIE EXTRAS New opportunities for upcoming productions. All looks needed, no
experience required for cast
calls. Call 877-218-6224

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or
services advertised below nor is there any guarantee
implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily
consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved
or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements
in these columns may refer the reader to specific

SERVICES

telephone numbers or addresses for additional
information. Classified readers should be reminded

SMILE CHOICE DENTAL
PLAN (includes cosmetic)
$71.75 per year. Save 30%60%. For info call
1-800-655-3225 or
www.studentdental.com

that, when making these further contacts, they should
require complete information before sending money for
goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully
investigate all firms offering employment listings or
coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

where we started, but we never won
a WAC championship … I wish
them the best of luck next year.”
As for her own future, Zabeck
does not plan to continue playing
soccer professionally, but hopes to
find a job that will allow her to make
use of the business management degree she is obtaining this May.
“Maybe I’ll go into accounting
or bookkeeping, I’m not really sure
yet,” she said.
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The push for
co-ed rooms

Advice to my freshman self
By MEGAN WOOD
Staff Writer

The end is near. In two weeks I will
no longer be a “poor college student.”
Instead I will be a college graduate
expected to move on from my crappy
part-time job in search of the elusive
“big girl” job of my dreams.
As the proverbial light at the end of
the tunnel approaches, I can’t help but
wonder, “If I knew then, as a freshman, what I know now, would I do it
the same?”
A large part of me answers with a
resounding “no,” while the thoughtful, rational part of me says “yes”.
Yes, because if I had the foresight
to avoid all of the obstacles and pitfalls it took to get me to where I am

now, I wouldn’t have the strength and
wisdom of which I am so proud they
taught me.
However, if I had done certain
things differently, or avoided certain
experiences, maybe I would be without some of the anger and cynicism
with which college has left me.
If I could go back to that first day
of college and give my young, freshman self advice on how to navigate
the next four years, what would I say?
“Don’t be so eager to change who
you are” — As a freshman, I couldn’t
wait to embody the college-girl image
I’d created in my head. I wanted to
be the kind of girl who went to parties and got involved with her school
while at the same time acing all of her
classes. I later discovered I didn’t like
partying all that much, and I especially didn’t like drinking. Not to mention
that keeping up with the homework
that 21 units provide left little time
to get involved with school, let alone
have a social life.
I realize now that all of that schoolwork ingrained commitment into me,

— I am one of those people who likes
to be everything for everybody. I love
to be the person who people run to in
a pinch to make it all better. I, however,
have never been one to ask for help
myself.
Luckily, I have some fabulous people in my life who make asking for
help easier. I have a husband and a
family who want nothing more than
to see me happy and professors I can
go to when I’m feeling lost. They are
the people I care to impress most.
As much as it hurt to learn some
of these lessons, namely the second
one, I’m happy that as I’m graduating
I have the wisdom of certain experiences to guide me through the next
chapter in my life.
I will always look back at college
as a time when I grew the most, hurt
the most, but learned the most in the
process.

which has gotten me worlds farther
than the “college girl” image ever
would.
“Learn when to quit” — When I
came to SJSU, I had one goal that I
vowed I would achieve — even if it
killed me. I will admit I never achieved
that goal, however, not for lack of trying; and yes, it nearly did kill me.
I have learned since then to not
spend all of my energy working on
something that won’t ever pay off.
Just when I thought it mattered that
I didn’t achieve my goal, in the meantime I learned that I was successful at
something else entirely.
“Don’t let other people stand in
your way” — This may seem like a
no-brainer, but when I was a freshman, the only opinion that mattered
to me was someone else’s. It didn’t
matter if I thought I was good enough
— if someone else didn’t also think so,
I was worthless.
Then I realized that if all I care
about are other people’s opinions,
what’s the point of having my own?
“Know that it’s OK to ask for help”

Guest columns appear every
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Be careful when roaming the streets at night
By DAVID ZUGNONI
Special to the Daily

Why are good deeds so often followed by awful
results?
Rosa Rucker, a 26-year-old German exchange student, was stabbed in the early morning of Nov. 21 by
a man she had just bought food for at a 7-Eleven in
the Outer Sunset district of San Francisco, according to a Dec. 2 article published in the San Francisco
Chronicle.
Robert Hancock, a 23-year-old drifter from Iowa,
reportedly followed Rucker after accepting the food
and began pulling her toward Ocean Beach in an attempt to rape her, the article stated.
Hancock may face a life sentence for kidnapping
with intent to commit rape and assault with intent to
commit rape.
That sounds about right.

Rucker spent a week in the hospital being treated for
wounds in the neck, chin, thigh, abdomen and wrist.
That doesn’t sound right at all.
She was able to return to her normal life, but will
she ever feel normal in her San Francisco neighborhood again?
I’m usually the type to scoff in the fearful eyes of
those who are hesitant to walk the streets of a city.
They call themselves cautious — I call them
paranoid.
But stories like this one make me think twice.
I love city life enough to deal with the threat of
danger, but if that danger put me in the hospital for
a week, I’m sure living in the sticks would sound a lot
more appealing.
But for now, I’m living in downtown San Jose without a reasonable alternative.
So I must remind myself, and you, to be careful
when roaming the streets at night.
Carry mace or pepper spray. Keep your distance
from strangers. Don’t hesitate to scream at the top of
your lungs for help. Bring a friend along if you can.
Remember the buddy system?
I’ve been wearing slippers late at night to the
7-Eleven down the street from my home, but I’ll start
to take the extra few seconds to put on my shoes because running away can be the best way out of a

dangerous situation.
We may all think we know how to determine the
difference between a dangerous and a harmless streetdweller, but how many of us would have expected
23-year-old Robert Hancock to be capable of such a
violent act?
For me, Hancock’s age is the most surprising piece
of the story.
This past weekend, I was walking up Haight Street
in San Francisco and saw a pair of homeless young
men holding a sign that read an obscene two-word
phrase you may be familiar with. That’s closer to what
I would expect from a 23-year-old.
As cynical as I am about panhandlers — when they
ask me for money, I simply tell them I don’t give out
money — I’m happy that most have the human decency to leave me alone after their requests are left
unfulfilled.
We generally don’t have to worry about much more
than a little pestering from homeless people, but you
never know for sure.
Your safety is more important than what some
stranger thinks of you.
Guest columns appear every Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Comments from our Web site
SOTE’s are useless
In response to “Teacher evaluations” by staff writer Megan
Wood, from Thursday, Nov. 9.
Only twice in my collegiate career have I ever
written negative comments on a SOTE (Student
Opinion of Teacher Effectiveness), and in both
cases I knew for a fact that the rest of the class was
doing the same, if not being outright hostile. In one
of the classrooms, the students actually cheered
when the professor left the room.
Yet, in both cases, the professors moved on the
following semester to get huge promotions, one during her second semester and the other as a tenured
lecturer.
Departments use a lot of words like “consideration” and “review” to describe how they use SOTEs,
and say that they are “discussed” with professors.
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What it really means is that departments don’t
really listen to what students have to say if it doesn’t
fit into their scheme or if it is inconvenient.
Beyond that, every student who was taking those
classes can easily sense the tension between themselves and the professor when around campus.
The written portion of the SOTE is given to the
professor, and if you’re like me, you have very recognizable handwriting.
So after I rightly blast a professor in the SOTEs
for doing such a poor job, I then get to deal with
seeing that person, now in an even more secure position, around campus.
The entire system needs to be re-thought.
-Andrew Weiglein

Wars solve problems
In response to “I don’t heart Huckabee” by staff writer
Nicole Lieurance, from Thursday, Nov. 29.
If you believe we should not continue the war
effort, then no Republican other than Ron Paul is
going to meet your requirements.
As a young 20-something, I would have felt the
same way about the war, and did, about Vietnam.
But now in my 50s, I realize that wars sometimes
solve problems, and in fact, are sometimes the best
or only solution to a given problem. The war was
the only solution to the Saddam problem.
You can always criticize the way a war is conducted, and the Iraq War is no exception. But as
you grow older, there is a good chance you’ll start
to understand why this war was essential.
-David Smith
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By CASEY JAY
Staff Writer

The best way to describe residence hall
roommates is to channel a little Forrest Gump
and equate them to a box of chocolates.
You really never know what you are going
to get.
I was lucky enough to spend my freshman
year in Washburn Hall with a girl who shared
my schedule, lack of cleanliness, and love of
Austin Powers. We got along perfectly and
remain friends to this day.
My younger sister on the other hand, would
rather forget her first-semester roommate as
quickly as possible.
The odds of strangers living together in harmony are low. You don’t need to be a fan of
“The Real World” to know that.
So why not support an idea that would
help ease, even if only for a few people, those
residence-hall tensions?
The idea of allowing students to choose a
roommate based on gender is spreading through
college campuses in California and across the
country.
I would personally not choose to live with
a member of the opposite sex.
I think guys make great friends but not ones I
would want to come home to every day.
But for students who more strongly identify
with the opposite sex, being cooped up with
someone of their own gender might be as awkward for them as living with a boy would be
for me.
The push for co-ed rooms has developed in
many cases with the wellbeing of gay, lesbian
and transgender students in mind.
The insecurities these students feel moving
into a residence hall are probably equal to, if
not greater than, those of the average freshman. Having the option of sharing a room with
someone who would make them more comfortable would make their college experience more
enjoyable.
And who wouldn’t want that option? Sure,
many residence halls try to match students
based on study habits and sleep schedules, but
those are minimal characteristics on which to
find a friend, let alone a roommate.
Stating whether you would prefer to live
with the opposite sex or your own is much more
important input for selecting a roommate.
The notion of co-ed dorms is not foolproof
of course.
There will certainly be cases of student
couples moving in together and breaking up
mid-semester. And probably some males and
females will think they can handle living with
each other and later discover they truly overestimated themselves.
But roommate issues will occur no matter
what. The implementation of a co-ed policy
wouldn’t produce any more chaotic results than
dorm life already does.
Times are changing and campus living has
to keep up.
People probably made a fuss when colleges
first allowed for co-ed floors, but that turned out
just fine, didn’t it?
So why not take it one step further and
make residence hall living an even more unique
experience?
Guest columns appear every Tuesday
and Wednesday.

OPINION PAGE POLICY
Readers are encouraged to express themselves
on the Opinion page with a letter to the editor.
A letter to the editor is a response to an issue
or point of view that has appeared in the Spartan
Daily.
Only letters 200 words or less will be considered
for publication.
Submissions become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity, grammar,
libel and length. Submissions must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number, signature
and major.
Submissions may be placed in the Letters to the
Editor box at the Spartan Daily office in Dwight
Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408) 9243282, e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or
mailed to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications, San
José State University, One Washington Square,
San José, CA 95112-0149.
Editorials are written by and are the consensus
of the Spartan Daily editors, not the staff.
Published opinions and advertisements do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan
Daily, the School of Journalsim and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
THE SPARTAN DAILY IS A
PUBLIC FORUM.

Quote of
the day
“I will never say
anything in my lifetime
that will make any of
these young women at
Rutgers regret or feel
foolish that they
accepted my apology
and forgave me.”
DON IMUS
The radio personality who returned to
radio Dec. 3, eight months after being
fired for making a racially and sexually
offensive comment toward the Rutgers
University women’s basketball team.
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SMOKE // SJSU student-led group advocates stricter campus smoking policy
Continued from page 1

look at its policy.
It commissioned surveys of the
students, faculty and staff members
at the time and found that more
than 60 percent of respondents favored heavier smoking restrictions.
Enter a new policy — the one
that’s still in effect today. It emulated the state law, except that
SJSU extended the area of the
non-smoking zone to 25 feet and
added windows as a measuring
point for the boundary.
The policy surpassed the state
law’s restrictions at the time —
and still does, even after the state
pushed its buffer farther out, to 20
feet, in 2004.
Some universities, such as Cal
State Northridge and San Francisco State, went further than SJSU
and imposed 30-foot non-smoking
boundaries.
San Francisco State took another route in August 2004 when
the university’s president, Robert
Corrigan, declared the campus
“smoke free.” The university’s
new policy restricted smoking to
only designated areas.
“Given our compact campus,
(the old policy) actually left few
legal opportunities for smokers,”
Corrigan said in a news release.
“Mutual respect, a cornerstone
of our campus values, leads us to
seek a solution that addresses the

concerns of all involved.”
But he did leave the window
open for further restrictions.
“I would hope that over time
smoking on campus will diminish naturally and we will be able
to reduce, and perhaps eliminate,
the designated smoking spots,” his
statement read.

“We had done the
25-foot policy ... It was
hard to measure.”
MARY-JO LOMAX

Health educator at De Anza College

A year after San Francisco
State, DeAnza College mirrored
the policy and prohibited smoking
everywhere on campus property
except parking lots.
“We had done the 25-foot policy, but it wasn’t really effective,”
said Mary-Jo Lomax, a health
educator at De Anza College. “It
was hard to measure.”
In recent months, some students at SJSU have begun advocating for the university to imitate
its sister colleges. The student-led
group Smoke-Free Policy Committee has started the push for stricter
regulations by conducting surveys,
writing petitions, distributing educational materials and rounding
up support through events like the
Great American Smokeout.
One survey conducted by the
group in June 2007 showed that

more than 64 percent of the
503 respondents agreed smoking
should be prohibited everywhere
on campus. Forty-four respondents were strongly opposed.
Last week, Associated Students
appointed a subcommittee to
work with the group and draft a

California:
The Non-Smoking
State
“California has been
referred to as ‘America’s
Non-Smoking Section.’
This reputation came
about when California
became the first state
in the country to ban
smoking in nearly every
workplace; effectively
banning smoking in
indoor public spaces.”
1976: Health facilities must
provide non-smoking rooms
1986: Smoking banned at
public school facilities
1993: Smoking banned
inside state buildings
1993: Tobacco advertising
prohibited in state buildings
1995: Cigarette vending machines prohibited,
except in bars
1995: Smoking banned in
most public workplaces,
including restaurants
1998: Smoking ban is
extended to bars, taverns
and gaming clubs
2004: Smoking restricted
to 20 ft from public building entrances and windows
2007: Smoking banned in
San Jose parks
Source: California Environmental
Protection Agency, Air Resources Board

resolution regarding the issue. A.S.
President Benjamin Henderson
said the student government would
eventually vote on the resolution.
“If it passes from those two avenues, then we could possibly take it
to the (Academic) Senate,” he said.

If the Smoke-Free Policy Committee realizes its goal, SJSU will
become the first completely smokefree campus in the California State
University system.
But ultimately, the president of
the university is the one who af-

firms the campus’ conscience. At
SJSU, President Don Kassing decides.
“Approval of campuswide policy is the responsibility of the president,” said Gerry Selter, Kassing’s
executive assistant.

